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Abstract:

Despite the many studies that dealt with the emergence of the Jewish religion, mystery still
surrounds many aspects of this origin and many stages of its development, to the extent that it is
difficult to give a definitive opinion regarding the origins or sources of the Jewish religion and the
truth of many of the stories it contains, not to mention its ideas, jurisprudence, and teachings, which
fall within the scope of Jewish theology. There was no doubt that the reason for this ambiguity is
not limited to the confusion of information provided by the original sources of this religion, such
as the Torah and the Talmud, in its Babylonian and Palestinian parts, and even in the Greek and
Roman references that dealt with the path of this religion, its origins and its branches, because of
its association with authorities, some of which are hostile and others friendly to the Jews, may give
our study a certain feasibility, or it may take it away, if we follow the scientific method accurately,
from the circle of repeated studies, the aim of which is often purely educational or experimental,
as was the case with most studies presented by students or novice academics.
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Introduction:

Historical sources indicate that the origin and history of the Jews descend from the lineage of the
people of the Kingdom of Judah, which was founded by Judah, one of the twelve tribes of the
children of Israel, the brothers of the Prophet Joseph and the sons of the Prophet Jacob, whose
name is also Israel, and to him and his twelve sons the name of the twelve tribes of the children of
Israel goes back, and they are a religious nationality. It witnessed multiple developments
throughout history, and everyone who descended from the Kingdom of Judah was called a Jew.
As for the Greek and Roman sources, they differed among themselves regarding the historical
origins of the Jews, as Josephus Flavius attributed the Jews to the sons of Noah (peace be upon
him) based on the Old Testament ( The Torah) is an attempt by him to root their race and make it
synchronized and interconnected with the ancient peoples such as the Assyrians and Elamites, and
they have very ancient origins, relying on his references to the flood (The Flood), when he said:
“Noah lived for 350 years after the flood and died when he was 950 years old, and Noah had three
sons.” They are (Shem, Ham, and Japheth) and that the Jews are descendants of Shem, the son of
Noah (peace be upon him) (1). Josephus focused most of his attention on the framework of
including the Jews within the Semitic origin as an attempt to pave the way for talking about the




HISTORICAL ORIGINS OF THE JEWS IN CLASSICAL GREEK AND ROMAN SOURCES

origin of the Jews starting from Shem all the way to Abraham (peace be upon him) “The Person
From whom the Hebrews arose and to whom they owe their distinction,” describing him, “was a
man of ready intelligence in all matters, by which he persuaded his hearers, and was unerring in
his reasoning. From here he began to have higher concepts of virtue than the rest of humanity, and
was determined to reform and change the current ideas globally regarding God, and thus he was
the first to boldly declare that God, the Creator of the universe is one, and that is, if there is another
being (2).

Historical origins of the Jews:

It is noteworthy that Josephus indicated that God, Blessed and Most High, promised Abraham that
he would obtain the offspring in the land of Canaan. “And the Lord appeared to Abram and said,
‘To your offspring I will give this land(3).”” Instead, he said: “Abram adopted Lot, and left the
Chaldeans, who was seventy-five years old.” By order of God, in order to go to Canaan, where he
settled and left the country to his descendants”(4).

It is also consistent with what was mentioned by Nicholas of Damascus (64 BC to the beginning
of the first century), who describes Abraham (peace be upon him) as coming with an army from a
country beyond Babylon called the land of the Chaldeans to Damascus, where he mentions, “And
Nicholas of Damascus says In the fourth book of his history: “King Abram ruled in Damascus. He
was a foreigner who came with an army from a land above Babylon, called the land of the
Chaldeans. After that, he headed to a land called Canaan, which is now called the land of Judea,
where his descendants multiplied. After that, drought struck the land.” Canaan, so Abraham headed
to Egypt after he learned of its prosperous land, and there he transferred to them the sciences of
arithmetic and astronomy, which they had not yet learned about. Thus, these sciences came from
the Chaldeans to Egypt, and after that they moved to the Greeks. Then Abraham returned to the
land of Canaan and divided the land. Between him and Lot "(5,6).

This text portrayed Abraham (peace be upon him) as an invader from Babylon who took control
of that city by force of arms, using a source that claimed that the Jews were of Damascene origin.
Josephus tried to blend his story about the coming of Abraham (peace be upon him) and his people
to Canaan with a military formula by forming a force that came under his banner, through which
he was able Reaching Canaan, and perhaps it is a false claim that is not based on the truth in any
way, and the Torah itself, which was adopted by the Jewish historian, clearly and frankly
confirmed that Abraham Al-Khalil (peace be upon him) immigrated from Iraq alone with his
family members, and the Jews did not have a presence in Iraq at that time.

Philo of Alexandria (30 BC - 50 AD) describes Abraham (peace be upon him) “that their ancient
ancestor, the original founder of their race, was Chaldean; and that this people migrated from
Egypt, having left their headquarters in Syria in the past.” " (7).

Biblical figures are important to Philo in how he discusses and explains his theological perspective.
Philo reads Abraham (peace be upon him) in two ways: literally and metaphorically. Abraham
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(peace be upon him) is literally taken from the text of Genesis and represents a historical figure
who lived, married, traveled to and from specific geographical locations, and came to know God.
He begot offspring, died, and was buried. As for the metaphorical Abraham (peace be upon him)
(the Prophet), according to Philo’s description, as a metaphor for the soul, he abandoned
polytheism, saw God, learned wisdom, and advanced in virtue, both of which are integral parts of
Philo’s understanding of Abraham (peace be upon him) (8).

Abraham does not receive any mention from Diodorus Siculus (80-21 BC) and the geographer
Strabo (64 or 63 BC - 21 AD). The reason for this omission is that both historians believed that
the main founding target of Judaism was Moses.

Many people in general and historians in particular assume that the answer to the question of the
origin of the Jews? It can be found in the Old Testament (the Torah), more precisely, in the five
books of Moses (peace be upon him).

The Roman historian Cornelius Tacitus (55-120 AD) mentions at least five different theories about
the origin of the Jews, and this explains their importance to him, which traces the Jews back to
different origins. “It is said that the Jews were originally exiles from the island of Crete who They
settled in the remotest parts of Libya.... Many others believe that they were of Egyptian origin,
expelled from Egypt during the plague, and others state that they were Assyrian refugees.... Others
say that the Jews are of illustrious origin, being the Solymi. ...Others believe that they left their
homeland, Ethiopia, during the reign of the legendary Cepheus, and that fear and hatred forced
them to emigrate.....” (9).

This theory was unique to Tastius, and we did not find any other historian who attributed the origin
of the Jews to Crete. It is possible that the connection of the Jews to Crete explains a historical
fact, as Herodotus noted, that the island of Crete was originally inhabited by non-Greeks, as he
mentioned, “When the Cretans returned from Troy, They and their cattle and herds were afflicted
with famine and epidemics, until the island of Crete became desolate” (10), Tacitus’ theory may
be based on the Phoenician connection with Crete, as shown in the myth that Europa, the
Phoenician princess (11), was transported to Crete by Zeus (12).

The second theory of Tacitus regarding the origin of the Jews is that they were expelled from Egypt
during the plague, as is the opinion of Mantheo (13), and other Greek-Egyptian writers, to portray
the Jews as being expelled rather than voluntarily migrating, and that once a disease spread that
led to terrific disfigurement of the body in Egypt ; That King Bocoris (15), seeking a cure,
consulted the oracle (14), and ordered the purification of his kingdom, and the transfer of this race
to a foreign land because it was hated by the gods (16).

Tacitus was by no means the last author to disparage the Jews by attributing to them a dubious
origin different from that which the Jews claimed for themselves, such that the Jews are spoken of
here as a superfluous population, a human conglomeration to whom Egypt gives a strong motive
for founding a private "colony." them, but more importantly is Tacitus's declaration that they left
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during the reign of the goddess Isis (17) herself, which attributed them to the great antiquity of the
Israelites.

A third theory cited by Tacitus states that the Jews were Assyrian refugees, a landless people, who
initially conquered Egypt and later established their cities in the Hebrew lands and nearby parts of
Syria. This theory is closest to the truth as Abraham originally came from Mesopotamia. As stated
in the Book of Genesis, “Then the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your country, from your kindred,
and from your father’s house, to the land that I will show you, and I will make you into a great
nation, and I will bless you and exhort you. “Make your name great, and you will be a blessing.
And I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and through you all
families of the earth will be blessed” (18), the sons of Jacob went down to Egypt and lived there
for 430 years. As for the residence of the children of Israel, which they resided in Egypt, it was
four hundred and thirty years” (19).

In presenting his fourth theory of the origin of the Jews, Tacitus, for the first time, expressly
indicates that he presents a hypothesis favorable to the Jews, that the Jews are of illustrious origin,
being (Solymi), a people celebrated in the poems of Homer, who founded a city and called it the
Holy House ( Jerusalem) (Hierosolyma) and emphasizing that the Jews are descended from Indian
philosophers, he tried to connect them with (Solymi, based on the similarity with the name of the
main city of the Jews Jerusalem (20), this theory, in fact, is complementary to the Jews, because
the Solymi are the people of Asia Minor who fought Against them is the famous Bellerophon, and
the venerable Homer described them as glorious. Placing the Jews side by side with the Solimi
strengthens their claim to antiquity (21), which is the same conviction that Aristotle established in
his writings, where he says, “These people were descended from the lineage of Indian
philosophers, and these philosophers were as They say they are known to the Indians as
Kalanoi(22), a theory supported by the historian Megasthenes (ca. 350-290 BC), a contemporary
of Seleucus Nicator. He describes the Jews as philosophers in the third book of his book Indica:
“The ancient philosophers were found outside ancient Greece, some among the Indian Brahmans
and others in Syria among those who are called Jews” (23).

Tacitus's last theory is that the Jews were originally from Ethiopia in the time of King Cepheus
(24), forced by fear and hatred to emigrate and search for a new home. Tacitus refrains from
making a decision in favor of any one of the five theories he mentioned.

As for the historian Apollonius Molon (first century BC), he mentioned accounts of the origin of
the Jews that contain many historical inaccuracies, as he made the leaders of the twelve Jewish
tribes the sons of Isaac, instead of Jacob. He also shortened the period of time between Noah and
Abraham, making it Only three generations, instead of the ten generations in the Old Testament.
It says, “After the flood, the man who survived (i.e. Noah) left Armenia with his sons, after the
people of the country expelled him from his home. After crossing the dividing lands, he came to
the uninhabited mountainous part of Syria, and after three generations Abraham was born, whose
name means, by interpretation, “the lover of the father.” He became wise, sought after the desert,
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after taking two wives, one, a local relative, and the other an Egyptian. He had twelve sons from
the Egyptians, who left for the countryside. The Arabian Peninsula, and they divided the land
among themselves, and they were the first to rule as kings over the people of that country. Abraham
had one son, whose name in Greek is Gelos (Isaac). Abraham died of old age. He had eleven sons
from Gelos (Isaac) and his mother’s wife, and the twelfth. The youngest of them was Joseph, his
grandson was Moses (25).

When discussing this text, we find many historical inaccuracies in it. According to the Biblical
story, Noah saved his wife, his sons, and his sons’ wives from the flood, “So Noah, his sons, his
wife, and his sons’ wives with him entered the ark from the face of the waters of the flood (26).”
Polonius mentions that Abraham took with him two local wives and an Egyptian. According to
him, this contradicts historical facts, as the Prophet Abraham only took his wife Sarah with him
when he immigrated, and it was mentioned in the Old Testament that Hebron’s journey to the land
of Canaanites is said: Hebron migrated with his wife Sarah to Egypt because of the drought that
struck the land of the Canaanites, in addition to the fact that she was barren at the time. Exodus:
“And Sarai was barren and had no child” (27). It appears that Polonius confuses Isaac with his son
Jacob, the father of the twelve tribes. He also describes Moses as the grandson of Joseph, but
according to the Book of Exodus, Moses is attributed to Levi, Joseph’s brother (28).

Apollonius Molon does not seem to have been influenced by the Greek-Egyptian tradition of the
origins of the Jewish people because the negativity of this passage betrays Molon's well-
documented hatred of the Jews. According to Josephus, the main transmitter of quotes from
Molon's writings, the latter not only accused Moses (peace be upon him) of being an imposter, a
fraud, and a cheat. Not only did Jewish law teach nothing good, but he also described the Jews as
“the worst of the barbarians,” a sentiment later echoed by his most famous elite student, Cicero,
who described the Jews as a nation born to be slaves (29).

We note through our research that Abraham did not receive any mention in any of the surviving
Greek treatises on Jewish history and customs, those written, respectively, by the historian
Diodorus of Sicily and the geographer Strabo, as well as by Hecatus, who never mentions him.
The reason for this omission is that both historians believed that the character The main
foundational foundation of Judaism was Moses (peace be upon him), even a study of the Jews, did
not find a place for Abraham in his account of the origins of the Jews and their institutions.

This absence of Abraham by some Greek and Latin authors does not mean, however, that Abraham
did not appear at all in Greek and Latin literature. Many writings, preserved as citations in the
works of later authors, briefly show the character of Abraham. Berossus refers to Abraham (on
him Peace) without naming him when he said that; “In the tenth generation after the flood, there
was among the Chaldeans a righteous and great man skilled in the knowledge of the heavens,
(30)”.
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Conclusion

After the clear difference between Greek and Roman historians in the historical origins of the
Jewish people, the origins of Judaism go back more than 3,500 years. This religion is rooted in the
ancient eastern region of Canaan, where Judaism developed from the beliefs and practices of the
people known as "Israel", what is considered classical or... Rabbinically, Judaism traces its origins
to Abraham, and Judaism, Christianity, and Islam share such an Abrahamic heritage that they are
often referred to as Abrahamic religions. The primary figures of Israeli culture include the
patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and the prophet Moses, who received God's Torah at Mount
Sinai.
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